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By Benjamin C. Bradlee 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


After more than 100 years 
in the hands of three Wash- 
ington " families, “effective 
control’' of The V/ashington 
Star-News and its parent 
company has been purchased 
by a multi-millionaire Teps 
banker. 

Joe L. Allbritton, chairman 
of the board and president 
of the Houston Citizens 
Bank and Trust Co., will be- 
come chief executive officer 
of Washington Star Com- 
munications, Inc., which 
owns the Star-News, televi- 
sion and radio stations in 
W a s h i ngton, Charleston, 
S.C., and Lynchburg, Va., 
and The Washington Star 
Syndicate, Inc. 

The purchase is subject 
to the approval of the board 
of directors of the parent 
company, stockholders, and 


the Federal Communications 
Commission, but was ap- 
proved in principle by the 
directors Monday night. 

It is understood that All- 
britton purchased a one- 
third interest in the com- 
munications company, plus 
an undetermined amount of 
additional stock from those 
stockholders willing to sell. 

Allbritton is described as 
“a financial wizard, terrific- 
ally able, remarkable cul- 
tivated” by one friend. A 
Gainsborough, a Homer and 
a Monet hang in his apart- 
ment in the Warwick Hotel 
in Houston. 

In Washington yesterday, 
Allbritton said he had been 
offered pn interest in the 
Star-News alone, but was 
interested only in a position 
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in the whole company. He 
said he would “move slow- 
ly” at first, but intended to 
Play an active role in the 
company’s management. 

“We expect , that Mr. All- 
britton will make an im- 
portant contribution to the 
success and advancement 
of our enterprises,” said 
John H. Kauffmann, presi- 
dent of the company. 

In the last three, months, 
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The Star-News has sold its 
8.4 per cent interest in the 
Spruce Falls Power and Pa- 
per Co., Ltd., Canadian 
newsprint —manufacturers, 1 
and its. 81 per cent, interest , 
in Tal-Star Computer Sys- 
tems, Inc. 

The Washington Star was 
founded in 1867, and has 
been run by members of the 
Noyes, Kauffmann and 
Adams families ever since. 
John H. Kauffmann is pres- 
ident of Washington Star 
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Communications, Inc., today, 
and Newbold Noyes is editor 
of the Star-News. 

For years the Star domi- 
nated the Washington news- 
paper scene, with overpow- 
ering leads over three other 
daily newspapers in adver- 
tising and circulation. It 
Started to lose this lead in 
1954 when The Washington 
Post r bought The Washing- 
ton Times-Herald. And in 
1972, when the Star merged 
with the Daily News, both 
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papers together had less cir- 
culation than the Post. In 
1973, the Post carried almost 
twice as much advertising as 
the Star-News. - Vi 
Allbritton was born in i 
D’Lo, Mississippi, in 1924, , 
the sixth of seven children. 
He graduated from Houston 
high schools, Baylor Univer- 
sity, and after, three years 
in-> the Navy, from Baylor 
Law School. I • 

In addition to his position 
with the Houston Bank, All- 
britton is chairman of the 
executive committee of First 


International Bancshares Co., 
Dallas, a bank holding, com- 
pany, and a director of First 
International Bancshares of 
London. He is eh'airman of 
the board of his own bank, 
Houston International Bank,’ 
S.A., in Luxembourg, a di- 
rector of H. F. Ahmanson 
Co.', in Los Angeles, and 
chairman of the "board and 
chief executive officer of 
Pierce National ' Life Insur- 
ance Co., in California. 

Allbritton will move to 
Washington, while maintain- 
ing his Houston residence. 


